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Carden families,
At Carden School of Fresno, we believe that the benefits of in-person instruction cannot be fully
replicated with distance learning. Despite the immense effort of our teaching staff and success of
our online program, a return to campus while following proper safety protocols is the best way
to support student learning and growth -- not only their academic development, but their social
and emotional development as well.
We believe that the health and safety of our students, staff, and Carden families is paramount,
which is why we have developed the following "Safe Reopening" plan. Our goal is to ensure the
safety of our students, staff, and families, reduce the transmission and spread of COVID-19
within our community, and provide a complete, in-person educational experience for our
students.
Our plan includes policies and procedures for maintaining proper physical distancing, cleaning
and sanitizing work spaces, classrooms, and equipment, information regarding cohorts, and a
breakdown of events that will trigger a return to distance learning. All plans and policies are in
accordance with guidelines established by the state and the Fresno County Department of Public
Health.
Please review our guidelines carefully and contact the school office if you have questions. Our
plan is for all students to return to campus five days a week. However, we recognize that families
may elect to continue learning from home. Students who either cannot return or whose families
are not yet comfortable with a return to in-person instruction will have the option to continue
attending school from home.
Thank you for your careful review of our reopening plan. We look forward to opening our
campus for a safe return to in-person instruction.
Sincerely,
Mr. Blanks
Headmaster

Cleaning, Disinfection, and Ventilation: How shared surfaces will be regularly
cleaned and disinfected and how use of shared items will be minimized
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Staff members will clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces throughout the
day, including the restrooms.
Teachers and staff members will clean frequently touched surfaces in their
classrooms or in the office throughout the day.
o
Students shall be taught to clean their own desk in the classroom each
day and teachers shall supervise the daily cleaning protocols.
 Special wipes that are safe for children to use shall be provided as
well as spray bottles with a soap and water solution for desk
cleaning.
Carden School of Fresno will require the use of personal reusable water bottles.
Shared drinking fountains shall be taped off to prevent use.
The school will limit the use and sharing of objects and equipment, such as toys,
games, art supplies, and playground equipment. Students will have their own set
of school supplies, including math and science manipulatives and art class
equipment.
Student Personal Belongings will be kept separated by hooks, bins, or taped off
spaces on the floor.
When shared use is allowed, items will be cleaned and disinfected after each use.
Outdoor playground is currently locked so students will not use it.
Play equipment like playground balls will be used in individual skill building, not in
competitive play.

Carden School of Fresno shall use products approved for use against COVID-19 on the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-approved “N” list and train workers on
chemical hazards, product instructions, ventilation requirements, Cal/OSHA
requirements, the CDPH asthma safer cleaning methods, and as required by the
Healthy Schools Act, as applicable.
•

•
•

Carden School of Fresno will provide proper PPE to custodial staff and other
employees who clean and disinfect.
o Students will clean their own desks before leaving at the end of the school
day while being supervised by their teacher.
Teachers and staff shall be taught to ensure safe and correct application of
disinfectant and shall keep products away from students.
Thorough cleaning shall be done when children are not present by professionals,
and the space shall be aired out before the arrival of children to campus.
o Carden School of Fresno shall replace and check air filters and filtration
systems to ensure optimal air quality.
 Air filters are checked and replaced regularly by the landlord.

Cohorting: How students will be kept in small, stable groups with fixed
membership that stays together for all activities and minimize/avoid contact with
other groups or individuals who are not part of the cohort.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each student will be assigned to a cohort/homeroom with a maximum of 12
students.
After arriving on campus, students will receive a health screening and then
proceed directly to the cohort classroom.
Students in grade levels 1-4 will be split in two classrooms, remaining with their
cohorts throughout the day. Cohorts were assigned during distance learning.
One teacher will be assigned to the cohort.
The students will not mix with any other cohorts at any time during the day.
Students will stay with their cohorts during lunch.
Specialist teachers will travel into the homeroom to teach, but will not come closer
than six feet to the students.
Outdoor space is available for outside instruction. The cohort will also eat under
the canopy weather permitting.
Children will maintain six feet of physical distance when participating in our
extended school day (ESD) program.
No after school clubs or sports will be offered during the first semester.

Entrance, Egress and Movement within the School: How movement of students,
staff, and parents will be managed to avoid close contact and/or mixing of cohorts.
•
•
•

•
•

•

Staff will monitor morning arrival and afternoon release to ensure proper spacing
of students, staff, and families.
Only visitors with essential business will be allowed on campus.
Carden School of Fresno will minimize movement of students and teachers or
staff as much as practicable.
o Students will remain in their homeroom/cohort class for instruction.
Specialist teachers will move between classes but will teach from six feet
away and shall limit direct interaction with students.
o Teachers shall also monitor their students to make sure they are properly
social distancing.
The school shall implement procedures for turning in assignments to minimize
contact, including paper trays and Google Classroom.
Carden School of Fresno shall minimize congregate movement through hallways
as much as practicable.
o All student movement between classrooms shall be monitored by a
teacher or staff member to ensure proper social distancing procedures
are being maintained at all times.
Pre-purchased meals from Moving Feast will be delivered to the students in their
classrooms if students do not bring their own lunch from home.

Face Coverings and Other Essential Protective Gear: How CDPH’s face covering
requirements will be satisfied and enforced.
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

The Carden Administration believes strongly in the science demonstrating the
efficacy of face coverings in mitigating the spread of Covid-19.
All students will be required to wear face coverings.
All adults on campus will be required to wear face coverings.
All essential visitors to campus will be required to wear face coverings.
Face coverings worn by both teachers and students shall be checked for proper
fit each day during the health screenings and those whose masks are deemed to
not be in accordance with the CDPH guidelines shall be offered a disposable
mask to wear or shall be asked to leave campus if they do not wish to wear a
mask provided by the school.
Carden School of Fresno shall teach and reinforce the use of face coverings to
students, staff and families.
Carden School of Fresno shall have signs posted around campus that reinforce
the proper use of face coverings as well as signs in the classroom that
demonstrate proper hand washing procedure while reminding students to
frequently wash their hands.
A teacher will work with a student who has a difficult time wearing a face
covering. She will check for fit, fabric, etc.
 Signs have been posted that let any visitors that are trying to enter
campus know that they shall be barred from entry if they are not
wearing a mask that is in accordance with the CDPH guidelines.
All staff must use face coverings in accordance with CDPH guidelines unless
Cal/OSHA standards require respiratory protection.

Health Screenings for Students and Staff: How students and staff will be
screened for symptoms of COVID-19 and how ill students or staff will be separated
from others and sent home immediately.
•

•
•
•

•

•

Carden School of Fresno shall implement health screenings of students and staff
upon arrival each day.
o Staff, teachers, and students shall all be required to self-screen at home.
o A no-touch thermometer will be used to take the temperature of students,
staff, and teachers each day as part of the health screening for
admittance. If temperature is below 100.3 degrees Fahrenheit, students
and staff will proceed on campus, directly to the homeroom.
o Staff will continue to monitor for symptoms throughout the day.
Staff understand they may stay home if not well, and there will be no
discrimination.
Students and staff will be asked to stay home if they have been in close contact
with a person testing positive for COVID-19.
School Staff will track any known COVID-19 exposure at school. Staff will consult
with the Fresno County Public Health Liaison about any COVID-19 exposure at
school and possible close contacts to be quarantined. Staff will communicate with
the parents through the Remind system.
An isolation room will be available for any person on campus exhibiting COVIDlike symptoms. Any person with symptoms will stay in this room with a face
covering until picked up. They will be supervised by a dedicated staff member. If
severe, 911 will be called.
Teachers will be tested for COVID-19 every two months

Healthy Hygiene Practices: The availability of handwashing stations and hand
sanitizer, and how their use will be prompted and incorporated into routines.
•
•

•

•

Carden School of Fresno will teach and reinforce proper hand washing
techniques
Carden School of Fresno has adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene
behaviors, including soap, tissues, face coverings, and hand sanitizers with at
least 60% ethyl alcohol for staff and children who can safely use hand sanitizer.
Hand sanitizer bottles have been placed in each classroom and in the
administrative offices.
Students will wash hands when arriving at school, after sneezing or coughing,
before and after recess, lunch, PE, using the restroom, and before leaving for the
day.
All classrooms have adequate hand sanitizers for proper hand cleaning.

Identification and Tracing of Contacts: Actions that staff will take when there is
a confirmed case.
•
•
•
•
•

Mr. Blanks and Mrs. Rogers will be responsible for contact tracing.
The FCPH Liaison will be notified if more than one person in a cohort tests
positive.
Any person in close contact with another person testing positive will be instructed
to quarantine for 14 days.
If a person on campus later tests positive, the spaces that person occupied will be
closed for 24 hours, then disinfected.
Carden parents will be notified if a member of their child’s cohort tests positive for
COVID-19, according to HIPAA and FERPA mandates.

Physical Distancing: How space and routines will be arranged to allow
physical distancing of students and staff
•

•

•
•

Carden School of Fresno shall maximize space between seating and desks.
o The school has arranged seating to minimize face to-face contact.
o Teacher and other staff desks have been spaced at least six feet away
from student desks.
o Student desks have also been spaced in a way that ensures six feet of
distance between another student or teacher desk.
o We are allowing a maximum of 12 students in each classroom. Most
classrooms will have 5-10 students.
Carden School of Fresno shall ensure staff maintain physical distancing from
each other.
o Staff and teachers shall be trained on how to maintain and reinforce
proper physical distancing.
o Signs shall be posted around campus that remind teachers and students
to maintain proper physical distancing.
o The school shall provide another space on campus that can be used for
teachers to meet and plan with masks and socially distanced. Full staff
meetings will be held virtually to ensure proper distancing protocols.
The school shall minimize the use of and congregation of adults in staff rooms,
break rooms.
All photocopying will be staggered to avoid staff congregating in the office.

Staff Training and Family Education: How staff will be trained and families will
be educated on the application and enforcement of the plan.
•
•
•

Carden School of Fresno has shared its Reopening Plan with parents through
email and our school website.
Additional straff training on the application and enforcement of the plan will be
held.
Carden School of Fresno shall train all staff and provide educational materials to
families in enhanced sanitation practices, physical distancing guidelines and their
importance, proper use, removal, and washing of cloth face coverings, screening
practices, COVID-19 symptoms and transmission, how to prevent COVID-19
spread, when to seek medical attention, the plan and procedures to follow when
someone becomes sick at school, and the plan and procedures to protect
workers from COVID-19 illness.
o Additionally, the school shall have posters around the school reminding
teachers and students to maintain proper social distancing, to be reminded
and aware of the signs and symptoms of COVID-19, proper hand washing
protocol, as well as other procedures and health concerns that relate to
COVID-19 that need to be followed at all times on campus.

Testing of Students and Staff: How school officials will ensure that students and staff
that have symptoms of COVID-19 or have been exposed to someone with COVID-19
will be rapidly tested and what instructions they will be given while waiting for test
results. Describe how staff will be tested periodically to detect asymptomatic infections.
•
•
•

Carden parents and staff will be given a list of local test sites
The Head of School will follow up with parents/staff and document date and
time of test
Each staff member will be tested every 2 months

Triggers for Switching to Distance Learning
•

•

•

•

Carden School of Fresno shall check State and local orders and health
department notices daily about transmission in our area or closures and shall
adjust operations accordingly.
When a student, teacher, or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 and has
exposed others at the school, the school shall refer to the CDPH Framework for
K-12 Schools, consult with the FCDPH Liaison to determine whether to close the
school or to clean the campus and quarantine exposed persons, based on the
risk level within the community; close off the classroom or office where the
patient was based and do not use the areas until cleaned and disinfected;
communicate with students, parents, teachers, staff and the community; inform
staff regarding labor laws and leave time; remind parents, teachers, and staff to
use physical distancing in the community and discourage them from gathering
If 5% of our students and staff test positive for COVID-19, all staff and students
will be sent home to quarantine. If 2 of the members of a cohort from different
families tests positive, the cohort will be sent home to quarantine.
For the health and comfort of our families, parents may elect for their child to
continue independent at-home learning until they can safely return to campus.

Communication Plans: How the superintendent will communicate with students, staff,
and parents about cases and exposures at school, consistent with privacy requirements
such as FERPA and HIPAA.
•
•
•

•

Carden School of Fresno uses the Remind system to send text and email
messages to any group of parents, or all of the parents.
Staff is sent emails directly from the Head of School, usually just before a parent
email is sent.
If a child or teacher tests positive for COVID-19, the parents of the other students
in that cohort will receive an email sharing the positive case, but not the name of
the infected person.
Any communication with students will be calm and child-friendly in a way that is
comforting, not threatening.

